Curriculum Statement
Widecombe provides a curriculum that is broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated to provide for
varied abilities. Barriers to learning are removed and we provide suitable learning challenges that
respond to diverse needs. This encompasses a variety of exciting, first-hand experiences to enable
children to acquire appropriate skills, knowledge and understanding preparing them for today’s
world. Through the provision of a stimulating environment, children will develop to their full
potential academically, socially and physically. Parents are kept up to date about curriculum issues
by means of a curriculum newsletter sent out each term by individual year groups. A copy of all year
groups’ curriculum news is available in the Reception area and is put up on the website at the
beginning of each term.

Core Subjects of the National Curriculum
Literacy
In literacy, Widecombe aims to offer pupils intellectual excitement and challenge;
to provide them with a sense of delight and wonder; to equip them with
knowledge and skills and the ability and confidence to use and apply these to
meet the needs of society today and in the future.
We use the new National Curriculum as a basis for developing the children’s
reading, writing, speaking and listening skills with five hours of literacy a week in
addition to taught and independent reading time. There is an emphasis on giving children the
technical knowledge and language, through grammar sessions, which they can apply to their writing
as well as using these to discuss and improve their work.
At Widecombe, children in Reception and KS1 read to an adult every week and in KS2 children spend
more time reading texts in a group setting, enabling them to explore and understand the deeper
meanings in texts. Children have access to a wide variety of books in their classrooms and in the
library. We encourage all children to read every day at home, starting in Reception, to foster a love
of reading. The phonics programme followed is the letter/sounds.
To encourage children’s confidence and develop their speaking and listening skills, children regularly
use role-play, drama and debating skills during their literacy lessons.

Mathematics

The mathematics curriculum is divided into seven strands:








Number and place value
Addition and subtraction
Multiplication and division
Fractions
Measurements
Geometry
Statistics (Year 2 onwards)

Widecombe’s policy for mathematics is based on the National Curriculum Programme of Study for
Mathematics. It aims to ensure that all pupils:




become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics,
reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry,
can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine
problems.

Class teachers provide daily maths lessons for at least four days a week. Additional maths is taught
when there are links to other subjects, so that pupils can develop and apply their mathematical
skills. Homework is provided for children to practise and consolidate their skills and knowledge, to
develop and extend their techniques and strategies and prepare for their future learning.

Science
A high-quality science education provides the foundations for
understanding the world through the specific disciplines of biology,
chemistry and physics. Science has changed our lives and is vital to the
world’s future prosperity, and all pupils should be taught essential
aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.
Through building up a body of key foundational knowledge and concepts,
pupils should be encouraged to recognise the power of rational
explanation and develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena. They should
be encouraged to understand how science can be used to explain what is occurring, predict how
things will behave, and analyse causes.

Aims
The national curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils:



develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines
of biology, chemistry and physics
develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different
types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world
around them



are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications
of science, today and for the future

The principal focus of science teaching in key stage 1 is to enable pupils to experience and observe
phenomena, looking more closely at the natural and humanly constructed world around them.
In key stage 2 the science curriculum is divided into four parts





life processes and living things
materials and their properties
physical processes
experimental and investigative science

Computing
At Widecombe we recognise that computers are now part of everyday
life and for most of us, technology has become essential to our lives, at
home and at work. Computational thinking’ is a skill children must be
taught if they are to be ready for the workplace and able to participate
effectively in this digital world. The new national curriculum for
computing has been developed to equip young people with the
foundational skills, knowledge and understanding of computing they
will need for the rest of their lives.
Through the new programme of study for computing, they will learn how computers and computer
systems work; they will design and build programs, develop their ideas using technology and create
a range of content. Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally literate – able to use, and
express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication technology –
at a level suitable for the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.

Attainment targets
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills
and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.

Key Stage 1
Pupils should be taught to:







understand what algorithms are, how they are implemented as programs on digital devices,
and that programs execute by following precise and unambiguous instructions
create and debug simple programs
use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs
use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital
content
recognise common uses of information technology beyond school
use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where
to go for help and support when they have concerns about content or contact on the
internet or other online technologies

Key Stage 2
Pupils should be taught to:










design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or
simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts
use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms
of input and output
use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect and correct
errors in algorithms and programs
understand computer networks, including the internet; how they can provide multiple
services, such as the World Wide Web, and the opportunities they offer for communication
and collaboration
use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, and be
discerning in evaluating digital content
select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of
digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that
accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and
information
use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable
behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact

Foundation Subjects of the National Curriculum
History
History lessons will inspire children’s curiosity to know more about the
past. In Key Stage 1 children learn about the lives and lifestyles of
significant individuals and events within and beyond living memory. In
Key Stage 2 pupils continue to develop a chronologically secure
knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history. Children
should ask questions and use methods of historical enquiry using a wide
range of historical sources.

Geography
Geography is concerned with the study of places, the human and
physical processes that shape them and the people who live in
them. In Key Stage 1 pupils investigate their locality, an area
within the United Kingdom and a small area in a contrasting nonEuropean country. In Key Stage 2 pupils extend their knowledge to
include Europe, North and South America. Pupils will use geographical skills including first hand
observation, maps, atlases and globes. Children will locate countries, counties, cities, regions and
topographical features and land use patterns. We aim to foster children’s sense of wonder at the
beauty of the world around them.

Art
The aim of art in Widecombe is to give the children the opportunity to use a wide
range of materials and art mediums to create their own pieces of artwork. They
are taught the skills and techniques, including digital media to produce individual
and group pieces of work. The children are also given the opportunity to discuss
and make comments on their own work, the work of their peers and other artists
or crafts people. They have the opportunity to learn about a wide range of artists
and crafts people and draw inspiration from them for their own work.

Design Technology
The aim of ‘DT’ is to encourage the children to
look at the world around them and investigate
the use of structures and mechanisms such as
bridges, gears or levers etc… and to develop the
children’s skills in becoming designers and inventors. The children will use their experiences in
drawing, sketching, observing, constructing and problem solving to create models and final products
which will develop their understanding of structures and construction. The children are taught how
to use tools and materials safely and economically.

Music
Widecombe has a long tradition of musical activities,
offering considerable opportunities for children to develop
their talents in all aspects of music including composition,
singing and appreciation across many musical genres.

They have an opportunity to experience a wide variety of musical instruments and musical styles. All
the children learn to play the violin in years 2-6 and there are visiting peripatetic teachers for various
other instruments which are available for private lessons at school. The children are encouraged to
perform in concerts.

Physical Education
The aim of physical education is to promote physical activity and healthy
lifestyles. Children are taught to observe the conventions of fair play, honest
competition and good sporting behaviour as individual participants, team
members and spectators. Children take part in games, gymnastic movement,
dance and athletic activities using indoor and outdoor environments where
appropriate.
Children can take part in after school clubs and have the opportunity to compete against other
schools. Children have swimming lessons in the summer and autumn terms. Our PE Co-ordinator
facilitates a wide range of coaching sessions including tennis, hockey, football and rugby.

Languages
Children from Reception – Year 3 have French taught to them on a weekly
basis. This includes learning vocabulary, leading to structuring sentences
that can be used in everyday talk. In addition, children learn about the
cultural elements of different languages. They develop their skills through
games, songs, rhymes, stories and role- play and through fun and varied
lessons.

From Year 4 onwards children are taught Spanish. Our school liaises with a Spanish school as part of
our international links.

Extra-Curricular Activities
We provide a large range of activities including, football, cricket, gymnastics,
cross country, tennis, multi skills, netball, to name a few. Such activities are run
voluntarily by the staff and are dependent, at any time, on the interests and
enthusiasm of individual teachers with the cooperation and assistance of
parents and the availability of outside providers.

We also engage outside providers such as, gymnastics and football where a charge will be incurred
for club membership.

Other Aspects of the School Curriculum
Religious Education
Religious Education is a curriculum entitlement for all children
and Widecombe follows the ‘Devon Agreed Syllabus for Religious
Education’. We provide opportunities for children to develop
their knowledge and understanding of all six major faiths:
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Judaism and Buddhism.

Religious Education does not seek to urge religious beliefs on children or to compromise the
integrity of their own beliefs by promoting one religion over another. Children begin to understand
and respect different religions, beliefs, values and traditions. We recognise the similarities between
religions and each other.

Personal, Health, Social and Citizenship Education
A comprehensive scheme of work covers these very important aspects of the
children’s education. Topics covered include, ‘Growing and Changing’,
‘Medicines and Drugs’, ‘Substance Use and Misuse’, and ‘Rights,
Responsibilities, Pressures and Risks’.

